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April, 2021 

The Scratching Post 

Can You Feel the Beat?! 
By: Wyatt Onstott 

 Knock knock! Who’s there? High school music has returned. Yes, it's true! Music is 

back at Banner County School! The students are more than ready to start playing their in-

struments and singing their hearts out as a group.  Even though there were restrictions for 

COVID, that still didn’t stop the patient music students who 

wanted to continue to improve their skills. Students sched-

uled practice sessions on OEF days. Singers and band mem-

bers were able to show off their improved skills at MAC Mu-

sic contest which was held on March 30th. Mycala Jones, 

Wyatt Onstott, and David Selves traveled to the MAC com-

petition. Each one of them received superior rankings. 

Due to COVID restrictions only small groups of musicians could practice with only 

solos or a group of 3 - 4 which left most of the band members without playing time. Shortly 

after the competition something magical happened at BCS.  The band is back together! 

Though we still need to spread out, we have the okay to do band which allows us to do 

more songs and practice as a group. This also allows the 5th graders to practice so they will 

not be a year behind the rest of the band students. The only downside is that we still can’t 

do choir because of the mask issue which is understandable. We are hoping to have both 

full band and choir back by next year so we can continue to go to competitions like in previ-

ous years. The Wildcats are so excited to be able to practice as a group again! 

Sightseeing after the competition.  

Junior High Band is 
practicing again, too! 



    Staying on Track 
       By Riann Morton 

 

 Spring has arrived and track season is here! Bundle up and 

get your running shoes ready because practice has begun. The 

weather has prepared our athletes for a variety of challenges, but 

our Wildcats will be ready because they have been conditioning 

the whole time. This year's goals for almost everyone is mainly to 

just improve their skills. There are a total of 8 people on the track 

team, and these tough participants include: Haddie Grubbs, Adam 

Knaub, Makyla Mason, Nate McGowan, Jacob Parsons, Jozlynn 

Randall, Alex Rundell, and Janie Fonseca-Warm. 

Last year, the upperclassmen were not able to participate, 

so they’re ready to put their abilities to the test this year. Makyla 

Mason, who is participating in the one mile, two mile, and triple 

jump, has goals for improving herself this year. Her biggest goal is 

to run for six miles without stopping. When asked why she partici-

pates in track, she stated, “I like track because it’s an opportunity to 

better myself and to work hard. It keeps me accountable. It’s also 

really fun hanging out with people I don’t usually hang out with in 

class.”  

 A newcomer to high school track is Jacob Parsons, who 

said, “I joined track because I did it in junior high and to stay in 

shape for other sports. My goal is to place at least twice and set a 

personal record in the mile.” Jacob is participating in the mile and 

the 200. He seems extremely enthusiastic about the track season, 

and we can’t wait to see how he does this year. We wish the best of 

luck to all of our tracksters as the track season continues to throw 

challenges at our dauntless Wildcats. 
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Sweatshirts and Sweatpants $20 
 

T-Shirts $10 

Flash Sale on BCS Gear 

Contact Kari Gifford at kari.gifford@bcswildcats.org to pick up your BCS gear.  

Limited sizes and quantities are available. Get yours before they’re gone. 

Dental Day  

By David Selves 
 

Dental hygiene is no laughing matter and is a serious issue 

folks. Tooth decay is the leading cause of cavities and is the second 

most prevalent health concern that people face today. While your 

teeth may be really strong, you still need to clean them to prevent 

bacterial growth and plaque. This will also prevent the loss of your 

teeth, which won’t grow back or repair themselves. 

The American Dental Association recommends that we brush our 

teeth at least two times a day. When you brush your teeth, you should do 

gentle circular motions with the brush. You should also do your best to 

brush all sides of your teeth. This means the outward face, the inward face (facing your throat), 

and the top of your teeth. After brushing, you should floss between each tooth to remove 

trapped food particles. This will keep your teeth clean and healthy. If you want to go an extra 

step, you could also use mouthwash. 

Now how does this pertain to our Wildcats? Banner County joined the dental program 

offered by the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) when they received a grant sever-

al years back. We qualified for this grant because there was no dental care available in the coun-

ty. When the day comes, dental hygienists will come and set up a small clinic in the school. They 

will perform fluoride treatments and dental checks on students in 2nd through 6th grade, with 

the permission of parents/guardians. The best part is, it’s free! We are so lucky to have this pro-

gram available for our students as they begin to grow into strong and healthy Wildcats.  

 Have you 
brushed your 
teeth today? 
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Sweets and Speech 
By Kairyn Miller 

 

 The Speech Team concluded their season with an event for friends and family in which the 

team was able to perform their various speeches for their biggest fans. It was a good way to end 

the season because throughout the competition, audiences weren’t allowed to attend due to 

COVID restrictions. The students were excited to show the audience all of the hard work they put 

into their speeches while the crowd enjoyed ice cream and root beer floats. Overall, it felt good to 

be able to put on a final performance and revisit the speeches we worked so hard on. We asked 

some team members for their final thoughts on the season. David Selves said, “I think it went well. 

I’m really proud of everybody and I mostly just wish I could’ve participated more.” Riann Morton 

stated, “It was really fun, but stressful. I’m relieved that it’s over, but I can’t wait for the next sea-

son!” Once again, congratulations on another successful speech season! 

Friday, April 30th 

9:00am-11:00am 

PK - 4 yrs. old by Oct 31
st  

2021    

K - 5 yrs. old by  July 31
st 

2021 
 

Banner County School, 200 School St.  

 Harrisburg, NE 69345 

Phone: 308-436-5262 

 

Masks are required until social distance is established. 

Learn to play.  
Play to learn.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
April 12, 2021 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
President Johnson commended the following students, staff, and patrons: 

-Student soloists at the MAC Music Contest got superior ratings for their performances- 
Wyatt Onstott- Alto Sax Solo, 1st Place Medal 
David Selves- Flute Solo, 1st Place Medal 
Mycala Jones- Vocal Solo, 2nd Place Alto Solos 
-8th Grade students who qualified for the  U.S. History International Academic Competition U.S. History Regional Fi-
nals: Keira Bolander, Riley Jones, Alexis Marez, and Isaac Olsen. 
-Kathyrn Blankenship passed her test for Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). 
-The Junior High Quiz Bowl team took 1st at the MAC Junior High Quiz Bowl Competition and then 1st at the Banner Coun-
ty Quiz Bowl Competition. Team members include: Isaac Olsen, Riley Jones, Keira Bolander, Logan Mason, Gabe Teeple, 
Kody Carpenter, and Leeigh McGowan.  
-Students in grades 4-8 took a qualifying test for the International Geography Bee hosted by International Academic Com-
petitions.  This test was offered since the National Geographic Bee was canceled this school year due to COVID-19. Out of 
the 35 students who participated, 19 qualified to take the Regional Finals test which will take place in May. Congratulations 
to the students who qualified for the next stage of the competition.  
4th Grade- Luke Olsen and George Teeple 
5th Grade- MaKynna Boettcher, Gabe Collier, Aron Knaub, Jackson Onstott, and Austin West. 
6th Grade- Kelani Cross and Leeigh McGowan 
7th Grade- Kaecee Bennett, Brigid Miller, Layton Mossberg, Kesmera Palu, and Gabriel Teeple 
8th Grade- Keira Bolander, Riley Jones, Karleigh Leslie, Brentsen McGowan and Isaac Olsen 
-Students of the Month for March: Quincy Boettcher, Grade 3; Leeigh McGowan, Grade 6; Adam Knaub, Grade 9. 
-State FFA Contest results: 
-Lily Teeple:  Floriculture - placed 76th out of 209 to earn a red ribbon; Ag Mechanics - placed 99th out of 193 - 
white ribbon 
-Joe Cross:  TIG Welding - placed 24th out of 60 - Red ribbon 
-Meats Judging Team Placed 11th out of 80 Teams and earned a Blue Ribbon! Individuals on the meats team were: 
Makyla Mason - placed 31st out of 308 - purple ribbon; Jacob Parsos - 33rd - Blue; Alex Rundell - 45th - Blue; Adam Knaub - 
78th - Blue 
-Kathryn Blankenship received her State FFA Degree 
Approve Certified Personnel Contracts 
-Approve a teaching contract for Stephanie Stricker at BA Step 1.  
-Approve a teaching contract for Kaitlin Knaub at MA Step 3.  
-Approve a contract for David Hellman as a 1.1 FTE Teacher/Network Administrator at MA+9, Step 10.  

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Elementary Substitutes Needed 
Do you have 60 semester credit hours of college coursework? 

You may qualify for a Local Substitute Permit! 

BCS substitute teachers earn $125 per day (7:45 am -3:45 pm) and lunch is on us! 
Contact Principal Charles Jones at (308) 436-5262 or charles.jones@bcswildcats.org 

Banner County School is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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